HAVE WE LOST OUR HUMANITY?

OUR SCIENTISTS ARE RENOWNED. WE KNOW SO MUCH. BUT MORE ABOUT THE UNIVERSE AND
ABOUT BACTERIA AND VIRUSES THAN WE KNOW ABOUT OURSELVES. CERTAINLY, WE KNOW MORE
THAN EVER ABOUT OUR PHYSICAL SELVES AND ITS FUNCTIONING. WE HAVE MULTIPLE IMAGINATIONS
ABOUT WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE FIT INTO THE BIOSPHERE FOR INSTANCE. BUT SOMEWHERE WE
HAVE LOST OURSELVES AS HUMANS. WE, MEANING THE WESTERN WE, ASSUME AND ACCEPT THAT
WE ARE TOTALLY APART FROM THE EARTH AND ALL OTHER CREATURS. WE BELIEVE WE OWN THE
PLANET.

MOST OF HUMANKIND STILL KNOWS THAT WE ARE MOTHER EARTH’S CHILDREN AS THE
PRESIDENT OF BoLIVIA, EVO MORALES, SAID. WE ARE NOT THE BOSS; WE DO NOT OWN THE
WORLD. IF ANYTHING, THE PLANET OWNS US.

HUMANS EVERYWHERE HAVE RITUALS AND BELIEFS THAT STRENGTHEN THEIR COHESION AS A
COOPERATIVE COMMUNITY. WE, WESTERNERS, MODERN HUMANS, HAVE GRANDIOSE AND UNREAL
BELIEFS ABOUT OUR UNLIMITED POWER TO DO WHAT WE WANT. WHAT WE DO WITH ALL OUR POWER
ENDANGER OUR OWN SURVIVAL AND THAT OF MANY OTHER SPECIES. I THINK THAT IS BECAUSE WE
KNOW SO MUCH ABOUT MATTER AND SO LITTLE ABOUT THE SPIRIT THAT IS THE ESSENCE OF LIFE.

WE HAVE COME TO THINK THAT “SPIRIT” IS UNMEASURABLE AND THEREFORE NOT
SCIENTIFIC, NOT WORTH THINKING ABOUT. PERHAPS BECAUSE WE THINK SPIRIT IS RELIGION AND
SO OUTSIDE THE REALM OF SCIENCE THAT DEALS ONLY WITH MATTER, ANOTHER FORM OF ENERGY AS
EINSTEIN FORMULATED. THE ONLY RATIONAL SOMETHING TO PAY ATTENTION TO. BUT TO ME THE
WORD “SPIRIT” DOES NOT MEAN RELIGION. RELIGION IS THE PACKAGE, WHAT WE CREATE AROUND
SPIRIT. RELIGION IS A FORM WE GIVE SPIRIT AND WE CAN MAKE HUNDREDS, THOUSANDS OF
FORMS..

IT IS HARD TO TALK ABOUT, OR DEFINE, SPIRIT IN A CULTURE THAT ACCEPTS ONLY MATTER
AS REAL. TO ME SPIRIT IS MORE REAL THAN MATTER. IT IS THE AWE THAT IS AT THE CORE OF LIFE.
SPIRIT IS IN WHAT WE CALL LOVE, COMPASSION. SPIRIT IS THE INDOMITABLE SOMETHING OF THE
PEOPLE WHO STRUGGLED TO REACH THE POLES DESPITE INHUMAN ODDS, CLIMBED THE HIGHEST
MOUNTAINS OF THE HIMALAYAS. SPIRIT IS WHAT MAKES CHILDREN SURVIVING A CYCLONE IN

BURMA TAKE CARE OF EACH OTHER WHEN IN THE CONFUSION NO ADULTS ARE AROUND. SPIRIT IS
WHAT MAKES PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD MAKE SOMETIMES GREAT EFFORTS TO RAISE BABY

ANIMALS ORPHANED BY HUNTERS OR POACHERS WHO KILLED THE NURSING MOTHER TIGER, OR
ELEPHANT. SPIRIT IS THE MYSTERIOUS SOMETHING WE FEEL ON A LONELY BEACH WHEN HAPPENING
UPON AN UNUSUALLY ALMOST UNREAL SUNRISE ON A FAR HORIZON. SPIRIT, I IMAGINE, IS WHAT
THE FIRST SPACE TRAVELER FELT WHEN HE SAW THE EARTH, THE WHOLE EARTH AND UNDERSTOOD
THE MIRACLE OF THIS BALL OF MATTER THAT IS ALIVE, HELD IN A TRAJECTORY AROUND THE SUN BY
INVISIBLE FORCES.

I'M NOT SURE THAT ONLY HUMANS HAVE SPIRIT. I WONDER WHAT ANIMALS FEEL AT SUNSET,
USUALLY NO WIND, FADING LIGGHT, BIRDS WHO CHATTER LOUDLY IN A TREE SUDDENLY SILENT.
EVEN THE ROOSTERS HERE STOP CROWING. I REMEMBER A TIME WHEN A FIRNED AND I WERE AT A
ROCKY BEACH. HER DOG COULD NOT STOP BOUNDING FROM ONE ROCK TO ANOTHER SNIFFING AND
PLAYING WITH THE WAVES. UNTIL IT BEGAN TO GET DARK. WHEN A BLOODRED SUN LIT UP THE SKY
AT THE FAR HORIZON THE DOG SAT FROZEN AT OUT FEET, AS ENRAPTURED AS WE WERE.



HIDING, IGNORING, OR DENYING SPIRIT MAKES A CRUEL CULTURE. IT LEAVES US
SEARCHING FOR IDEALS. SOMETHING GREATER, MORE IMPORTANT, THAN THE FEAR WHICH DRIVES
US TODAY. A MAJORITY OF WE THE PEOPLE CHOSE THE IDEALS SO ELOQUENTLY SPOKEN, BUT SOME
POLITICIANS DID NOT HEAR AND PERHAPS HAD MORE POWER WORSHIPPING MONEY. THE IRONY, OF
COURSE, IS THAT MONEY IS AN ILLUSION. A PIECE OF PAPER PRINTED WITH THE WORDS “TEN
DOLLARS” IS NOT WORTH ANYTHING BUT THE PRICE OF A PRINTED PIECE OF PAPER. BUT SELLER AND

BUYER ACCEPT THE BELIEF THAT IT CAN BUY TEN DOLLARS WORTH OF STUFF. HISTORY IS FULL OF
OCCASIONS WHEN SUDDENLY PEOPLE WOKE UP AMD NO LONGER BELIEVED THE WORTH OF A PIECE OF

PAPER. THE WEALTH OF THE SUPER RICH IS AS ILLUSIONAL, IT CONSISTS OF NUMBERS IN A
COMPUTER THAT WE LET IT INTIMIDATE US.

MAYBE YOU THINK SPIRIT IS AS ILLUSIONARY AS MONEY BECAUSE IT DOES NOT BUY
ANYTHING. OH, BUT IT DOES. IT DOES NOT BUY MATERIAL THINGS BUT SPIRIT MAKES US HUMAN.
SPIRIT IS WHAT GIVES COMPASSION. COM, PASSION: FEELING WITH. NOT DOING TO OTHERS WHAT
WE DO NOT WANT OTHERS TO DO TO US.

ISN'R THAT THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF WHAT OUR CURRENT CULTURE DOES? WE DO TO OTHERS WHAT
WE DON'T WANT THEM TO DO TO US. IT IS A LAW OF NATURE, A LAW OF THE UNIVERSE PERHAPS,
THAT THE MORE WE KILL OTHERS THE MORE THE OTHERS WILL KILL US. BUT WHAT DO I kNOw? I'M
A 20™ CENTURY MAN, I DONT UNDERSTAND THIS CENTURY.

BuT I DO KNOW THAT A CULTURE BASED ON FEAR IS NOT HEALTHY. IF EVERYONE AND
ANYONE IS SUSPECTED OF BEING A POSSIBLE DANGER WE MAKE OURSELVES THE DANGER. A
HEALTHY CULTURE IS BASED ON TRUST. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IS WHAT THIS REPUBLIC WAS MEANT
TO BE BY THE FATHERS. TRUSTING THAT WE THE PEOPLE WERE HONORABLE HUMAN BEINGS,
TRUSTED TO WANT THE BEST FOR ALL OF US. YES, FLAWED BECAUSE AT THE TIME SLAVES WERE NOT
CONSIDERED QUITE HUMAN (ALTHOUGH HUMAN ENOUGH TO BEAR HALF WHITE CHILDREN). BUT WE
CORRECTED THAT.

NOW WE ARE PLAGUED WITH THE DISEASE OF MISTRUSTING PEOPLE OF ANOTHER RELIGION,
ANOTHER COLOR, OTHER THOUGHTS. DISTRUST DOES NOT A HEALTHY SOCIETY MAKE. WE HAVE
LOST THE HUMAN. HUMANS ARE NOT ALL ALIKE, HUMANS HAVE UNIQUE QUALITIES AND TALENTS;
THAT MAKE OURS A UNIQUE AND TALENTED SCOEITY. WE CANNOT FORGET OR IGNORE THAT HUMANS
HAVE SPIRIT EVEN WHEN IT IS HIDDEN BEHIND ONE OR MORE MASKS.

ANYONE REMEMBER DUNE, BY FRANK HERBERT? FAMOUS SCIENCE FICTION OF THE SECOND
HALF OF THE LAST CENTURY. THIS IS FROM THAT BOOK (THE FIRST, THE ORIGINAL):

I MUST NOT FEAR.  FEAR IS THE MIND-KILLER. FEAR IS THE LITTLE-DEATH THAT BRINGS TOTAL
OBLITERATION. I WILL FACE MY FEAR. I WILL PERMIT IT TO PASS OVER ME AND THROUGH ME.
AND WHEN IT HAS GONE PAST I WILL TURN THE INNER EYE TO SEE ITS PATH. WHERE THE FEAR
HAS GONE THERE WILL BE NOTHING. ONLY I WILL REMAIN.
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